CHAPTER IV
THE CROAGH ORPHANAGE CASE
THE FOUNDATION of Carson's career had been laid
entirely in Southern Ireland. Save that he had been initiated
as an Orangeman at the age of nineteen, he knew very
little of that other Ireland which lies north of the Boync: his
knowledge of human nature had been acquired among the
whimsical people of the South, and his own steadfast nature
was there trained to deal with all the phases of their talkative
and mercurial temperament The mind and manners of the
North, where the dour spirit of Scotland seems to have been
hardened and intensified far beyond its native asperity, and
of which he was to become the uncrowned king, was little
known to him. But when the Ulster spirit did become known
to Carson, he was drawn to it immediately; he found the
Ulstermen to be men after his own heart, " When I first
knew them," Lord Carson has said to me, " I found the
Ulster Scots a most extraordinary lot: they are the most
blunt, ill-mannered, outspoken fellows. One of them would
listen to instructions with a stolid patience and apparent
agreement for a quarter of an hour, and then suddenly say
at the end, c I will not.' "
He too was a man after their own Ulster hearts, had they
but known it. They were wholly unlike even the Protestants
of the South, to whom Carson belonged. In the South the
Protestants were aristocrats and Conservatives, with Saxon
and Norman traditions dividing them from the common
people, Here the common people were democrats and Libe-
rals, acknowledging no social superior as master ; indepen-
dent as few men are in private life; they had furnished
leaders of the American Revolution, and a long succession
of American Presidents, and, far from being Conservatives,
they were by nature Radicals, and no fear of *' Captain